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MICHIGAN EDUCATION ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (MEAP)

After a long delay from the state of Michigan, BirStreet Elementary has obtained permis
to announce our performance scores on the MEARhiétime, all third grade students in the
state of Michigan are administered the MEAP tesh@areas of reading, writing, and math
during the month of October. While this test i¢yamne measure of student performance, it
provides the school with information on how to @epour students for the future content
expectations for learning in the state of Michigan.

There were many reasons to celebrate as we andlyg@dEAP, and many opportunities for
growth! As the graphs illustrate, we have madméedous growth from 2006 to 2007. In
2006 we were below the state average in every trisayear we are above the state average
except in writing. This is due to the commitmehthe staff and parents to do what is right for
children. | am confident with our continued comméint to the writing process, yeuill see al
increase next year as dramatic as our reading aiid snores.

Please take a minute to review the MEAP data ferdbkt two years. As you can see we are
steadily making increases in our achievement. delégel free to call me with any questions or
concerns that you may have about the MEAP testingok forward to sharing with you next
year's results.

2007 Proficiency Standards.
Rirch Street va State of Michinai

100%-
80%11]
60%-+1 O Birch Street
40%7] W State of
20%41 Michigan
0%

Math ReadingWriting

2006 Proficiency Standards.
Rirch Street vs State of Michinai

100%-
80%
60%1
O Birch Street
40%-1 W State of Michigan
20%1
0%

Math ReadingWriting

309 N. Birch Street  Kalkaska, Ml 49646 2B1 258 8629

Aopril 2008

Counselor’'s Corner 2
Community News 2
Dates to Remember 3
Reading First 4

To start off spring at Birch Street,
Ronald McDonald came in to share
some anti-bullying techniques with
our students. Ronald (a major
celebrity), performed magic and
comedy to get his message across.
Thank you Ronald for helping
make our school a safer and more
enjoyable place to learn!

Birch Street Mission
Statement

Be self-confident students
Independent learners,
Responsible citizens, and

Creative thinkers who are
reaching for their

Highest academic potential

F: 231 258 3579 www.kpschoois.co



HEALTHY EATING

CHALLENGE

In an effort to make studengs
and their families more
aware of the importance of
healthy eating habits, we ag
having a school-wide
Healthy Eating Challenge.
Details and information will
be sent home Trout Friday.
The “Healthiest” class will
win a Kaliseum swim trip
and a smoothie party.

BULLYING

At Birch Street Elementary wi2o Not allow Bullying to take place. Did
you know there are statewide policies and procedirelace to deal with
bullying? Here at school we abide by those rudesl, a few more to ensure
the safety of our students. When students arehtdoudiying at scholp there
are steps that take place to ensure that the vieefs safe again, and that
bully is disciplined quickly and appropriately.

Part of preventing the problem of bullying is res@ing it. There are three
different ways a person can be bullied. The fgdty physical violence and
intimidation. The same bully(s) will repeatedlyygically assault a victim.
This can happen only a few times or on severalsiona. Bullying can also
occur when someone is repeatedly taunted verballys happens when
words are used as the weapon. The third way arvdn be bullied is whe
their peers intentionally leave them out of som@hiYounger children will
be more prone to this type of behavior. They majelft out of play at
recess or not invited to be a part of a certaickcliThe problem with this
type of bullying is it that it happens more freqtigmand is usually unnotice
by adults.

Birch Street has programs in place when it comestobullying. Often
there are lessons and special events that foctletopic for our students.
As parents, please talk to your students abouyingll If you suspect any
bullying activity happening to your child pleasentact the school and let us
know. We want to help and resolve the issue imatety.

“The only way to have a friend is to be one”
-Emerson

READING MONTH RESULTS

Students at Birch Street Elementary rose to thaicgpals challenge during Reading Mo

in March. Mrs. Z challenged the students to reddast 100,000 minutes in three weeks!
Students smashed through that number, ending tinthmath 122,481 minutes in reading
time! Each class was given a goal of 225 minutespelent. Classrooms that met that goal
earned a gift certificate to the book fair. Conglations to the following classes for adding
to their libraries: Mrs. Otto, Ms. Rodes, Mrs. Am&utton, Mrs. VanAlstine, Mrs.

Kennedy, Ms. Loose, Mrs. Lisa Sutton (Mrs. Vyved)eMr. Beach, Mrs. Bartholomew,

Mr. Malbouef, Mr. Gustafson, and Ms. Krause.

A special congratulation goes to Mrs. Bartholomahisd graders who read over 16,000
minutes to earn a $50 gift certificate to book!fair

With the school-wide goal met, that means that Mrkas to perform a crazy stunt. Third
graders used their persuasive writing skills tovioce her that theirs was the stunt for her.
In the end, there were TWO stunts that caught Mlsseye. Which will it be? The Sumo
wrestling with Mr. Price OR a hip-hop song and darmutine? The decision will be
revealed at a school assembly in May!

Thank vou1 to evervone who made our "Readina Roasf €nch a siicces



READING AND MATH SUMMER PROGRAM AT

NMC

Help students stay on top of language arts andabh skills over the
summer months with the popular Reading and Matlyfaro called
“GRASP” offered by Northwestern Michigan Collegeesigned for
children in kindergarten througi'@rade, each program helps child
retain critical skills through nine easy0-to-ussstens. Due to the
unique at-home aspect of this course, students #lbaver Northern
Michigan are able to participate.

The cost is $69 for either reading or math, or $fbtHoth. Financial
aid is available. Enroliment deadline is May Iléhe registration flyer
may be downloaded atww.nmc.edu/eeor call NMC at 231-995-
1700 to have it mailed, or for more informationheTtoll-free number
is 800-748-0566.

AYSO SOCCER REGISTRATION

AYSO Soccer registration for Fall 2008, Spring 2@6@9ages 4 — 18
on Saturday, May'3and May 18, from 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at the
Kaliseum. If interested in Coaching or being adRe¢, please contact
us. For more information call Scott or Joetta Diag at 258-5251 or
www.kalkaskaayso.org °

has

SPRING MUSIC CONCERT

Chug, chug, chug. Toooot, toooot! “Trains” is temtral theme of
this year’s Birch Street Kindergarten and Firstd&&pring Concert.
The children have been busy preparing their musicaae excited for
the opportunity to sing for their families and frés. Mark your
calendar for May 13, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the Bir¢cte& gym. See you
there!

EARTH DAY AT THE LIBRARY

Kalkaska County Library is hosting an Earth Dayreweith a speaker
from the Conservation District office beginning3aB0 p.m. Tuesday,
April 22, 2008. All who attend will receive a fréee to take home
and plant to help keep America beautiful. Everysneelcome. For
more information call 231 2!-9411

April 25

April 29

April 29

May 13

May 26

June 5

June 6

Trout Friday

% Day for
Students — Full
Day Staff
11:30
dismissal

Cash for Trash
Collection

PTO Meeting
Birch Street
5:30 p.m.

Spring Music
Concert 7 p.m.
Kdg. & 1

Memorial Day
No School

% Day for
Students — Full
Day Staff
11:30
Dismissal

% Day for
Students — Full
Day Staff
11:30
Dismissal
LAST DAY
OF SCHOOL

The Kalkaska Elementary
PTO meeting has bee
changed to Tuesday, April
29. We will meet at 5:30 p.1
in the Birch Street
Elementary Conferenc

Room



By email —First initial of their
first name, their last name, and
followed by @kpschools.com

Example:
jziecina@kpschools.ca

By phone —Please call the office
at 231-258-8629.
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Promoting Vocabulary

Development School Wide
Students and teachers are
continuing to use and encourage
rich vocabulary in our classroor
Our school wide vocabulary has
been chosen to help students
understand important concepts
that are taught at all grade levels.
Students have also nominated
interesting vocabulary they found
in classroom reading to the ‘Can
Do’ vocabulary bulletin board. It
is exciting to see students’ “word
curiosity” peak when they
encounter new and challenging
words!

April’s vocabulary words are
listed below and we encourage
you to include them i
conversations with your child.

April Vocabulary Words
Source-a primary reference such
as; a dictionary, encyclopedia, ¢
A person that supplies
information. The point where a
stream of water starts.
Perspective-The way things are
seen from a particular point of
view. A way of showing objects
on the flat surface of a picture so
that they seem the correct size
distance from one another.
Classification- A systematic
arrangement in groups or
categories according to
established criteria.

Analysis- A careful study of the
parts of something in order to
understand more about the whole.

FREE CLOTHING GIVEAWAY

There will be &ree Clothing Giveawafrom May 19 through May 23
from sun up to sun down. All sizes, all seasonisafi people you
name it they have it. Take Kettle Lake Road teARoad and turn le
on Aller Road. It will be the first driveway onehight.

STRENGTHENING CONVENTIONS IN OUR

STUDENTS WRITING

Birch Street students have been effectively incigdjood writing
characteristics such as; ideas, organization, yaroed choice, and
sentence fluency in their writing throughout tharyeConventions is
another important writing characteristic studemsaentrate on in the
daily writing. Conventions is the use of corrgoeling, punctuation,
capitalization, paragraphing, grammar, and usagagel means the
way in which words and phrases are actually useddertain languac

We often think of conventions as the editing stagie whole writing
process. The use of conventions can significasidlgify or confuse th
meaning of text. A sentence with no punctuationcapital letters, and
incorrect spelling can truly confuse the readeritééfr work is much
more understandable and easier to read when lidexswell edited,
using correct conventions. Children tend to leamdimple editing
skills first, such as shaping letters, and theml@aore complex skills
such as spelling words correctly. Students whaaatewith text
regularly, see punctuation, and listen to howfe&s their writing, wil
continue to develop the correct use of conventions.

It is important to keep in mind that conventions anly part of writing
and students will learn how to use them correctigrdime, as they
revise and edit their own work. As children maked editing
decisions, they become confident in using convestand using them
correctly develops into part of their personaiting practice.




