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READING MONTH 
The Birch Street Library plays host to guest readers each March.  In 
celebration of “Michigan’s Reading Month,” local celebrities and 
community helpers are invited to read a favorite story to a library class.  
Thank you to all our readers for a great first week of Reading Month. 
 

 
Dayna Kasza, producer for “Michigan This Morning” on 9 & 10 News and  

2002 Kalkaska High School graduate, reads to  
Mrs. Bartholomew’s third graders. 
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HELP WANTED : 
Kalkaska Public Schools is looking 
for parents and community 
members who are interested in 
helping out our school district.  In 
May, we will be asking voters to 
approve a bond to fund technology 
improvements.  If you are 
interested in helping to spread the 
word and “get out the vote,” please 
contact Deb Payne at (231) 258-
9109 or by email at 
dpayne@kpschools.com  
 

 
Birch Street Mission 

Statement 

 

Be self-confident students 

Independent learners, 

Responsible citizens, and 

Creative thinkers who are  
   reaching for their 

Highest academic  

   potential 

 

BIRCH STREET BULLETIN  
March 2008 



DEVELOPING SENTENCE 
FLUENCY IN OUR CHILD REN’S 
WRITING ����
Birch Street Blazers are continuing to 
improve their writing by focusing on 
the characteristics of good writing.  
Students have been incorporating 
good writing characteristics such as; 
ideas, organization, voice and word 
choice into their writing so far this 
year.  In addition, students are now 
focusing on incorporating sentence 
fluency into their daily writing.  
Sentence fluency includes the 
grammar that makes a group of words 
a sentence and the way the sentence 
sounds to our ears. Sentence fluency 
and using words fluently can be 
compared to notes that a musician 
uses to create a rhythm or harmony. 
First, students choose the right words; 
they put them in a phrase, turn it into 
a sentence, insert punctuation in the 
right place, and create a sentence that 
sounds good to the ear, much like 
composing music.  Students can 
improve sentence fluency by choosing 
different sentence beginnings, 
changing sentence lengths, using 
transitional words, and writing 
passages that can be read aloud with 
ease.  One way to create an awareness 
of sentence fluency is by having 
children read their writing aloud.  By 
reading aloud, students learn about 
the rhythm, cadence, and flow of 
language. Sharing passages from 
favorite books and rereading the 
strong passages is also a good way to 
give students ideas of what to work 
towards in their own writing. Writing 
is a highly complex task that requires 
time, practice, and enthusiastic effort 
to master. Regularly sharing words, 
phrases, and sentences out loud, that 
are beautiful, not just correct, is an 
important step in ‘opening the door’ 
to sentence fluency for our children.�
 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
A new support group is being formed at the Kalkaska Memorial Health Center for 
those affected by ADHD.  Dr. Terry Dickson will lead this group for patients, parents, 
and others who may be interested.  The meetings will be held at the hospital on 
Thursdays from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the William Kitti Education Center, which is the 
stone house on the southwest corner of Coral and Third Street. 
 
PROMOTING VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT SCHOOL 
WIDE  
Developing and fostering a rich vocabulary is an important and exciting part of a child’s 
education. Vocabulary can be thought of as; “the glue that holds, stories, ideas, and content 
together, during speaking, listening, reading, and writing.” 
 
This year we have been focusing on and encouraging children to use robust vocabulary in their 
daily conversations and writing.  Teachers are focusing on improving vocabulary by; teaching 
strategies for learning new vocabulary words, encouraging children to seek out meanings for 
words they encounter during reading, displaying rich vocabulary on “Vocabulary Bulletin 
Boards”, and using the school wide vocabulary in their classrooms daily. 
 
The school wide vocabulary words are words that are critical for understanding important 
concepts that are taught Kindergarten through third grade. These words have been chosen to 
improve our students’ understanding of these critical concepts. The more our children are 
engaged in generating new associations and making connections between vocabulary and other 
concepts, the more likely they are to retain words’ meanings. The school wide words are listed 
below and we encourage you to incorporate them into conversations with your child. Creating 
an enthusiastic curiosity about words is an important step in developing a child’s rich 
vocabulary! 

  January-February Vocabulary Words 
computation-  noun.  The act or action of calculating. 
estimation-  noun. The action of approximating/ guessing something.   
inference-  noun. The action of coming to a conclusion. 
operation-  noun.  The quality or state of being able to function.  A procedure performed on a living body 
usually with medical instruments to restore health or repair damage. A mathematical process.  The process 
of putting military forces into action.  A small business. A single step in a computer program. 
digit-   noun.  Any of the Arabic numerals 1 to 9 and 0. A unit of length based on the width of a finger, 
usually equal to an inch. The place where limbs end and meet fingers and toes, which are called digits. 
multiple-   noun.  More than one or two of something.  The product of a quantity by an integer. 
intonation-  noun.  The fluctuation, rise and fall of pitch of music or the voice.  The ability to play or sing 
notes in tune. 
justify -  verb.  To prove that something is just, right, or reasonable.  To judge, regard, or treat as righteous . 
solution-  noun.  The action or process of solving a problem. An answer to a problem.  When a 
solid/liquid/gas substance is mixed with a liquid/gas/solid. When something has dissolved.   
unit-   noun.  A single quantity of something regarded as a whole in calculation.  A predetermined quantity 
(length/time/heat/value) adopted as a standard of measurement. Part of a military organization. 
quantity -  noun.  An indefinite amount or number. A total amount. An individual considered with respect 
to a given situation. 

March Vocabulary Words 
Reflect- To prevent something from passing through and cause to change direction.  To bend or fold 
something back. To think quietly and calmly. To have an influence on something. 
Column- A written article, usually a regular series of newspaper/magazine articles. A supporting pillar. A 
vertical arrangement of items printed or written on a page. One of two or more vertical sections of a printed 
page.  
Row- A number of objects usually arranged in a horizontal, straight line. The line along which objects are 
arranged.  To propel a boat by means of oars or paddles.  A noisy disturbance or quarrel. 
Product- The amount, quantity, or total produced. Something that is marketed or sold as a commodity.  
The number resulting from multiplying together two or more numbers. 
Passage- A way to enter or course by which something passes. A room that gives accesses to different 
rooms or parts of a building. A continuous movement or flow.  Act of traveling especially by sea or air.  
Brief portion of written work or speech that is relevant to a topic.  A phrase or short section of a musical 
composition.  A detail of a  work of art. 
Pattern- a natural or chance configuration. A form or model for imitation. A reliable sample of traits, acts, 
tendencies, or other observable characteristics of a person, group, or institution.  An arrangement with 
numbers and/or objects that repeats itself.�
Perimeter- Outer limits of something. A line or strip bounding or protecting an area. The length of a 
perimeter.  
Reference- A source of information (as a book or passage) to which reader is referred. A person to whom 
inquiries as to character or ability can be made.  A work (as a dictionary or encyclopedia) containing useful 
facts or information.   
 
 



THE SCHOOL DENTIST IS BACK FOR SIX MONTH  
CHECK-UPS 
Everyone who saw the School Dentist at Birch Street in September is 
automatically signed up again for Tuesday, April 8th.  If your insurance 
covered the visit in the fall, it should cover again this spring.  If you 
child is uninsured, you may pay the $35 charge again, which covers a 
cleaning, screening and fluoride.  Please send a check to the school 
office made out to The School Dentist. 
 
If your child did not see the School Dentist this fall, but you would like 
them to get a full dental visit at school this April, there are forms 
available in the school office.  If you have any questions feel free to 
call Rachel Hoppe, of the Teen Health Corner, at 231-564-1959. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION TO REMOTE CONTROL FLIGHT 
TRAINING AND AVIATION TRAINING 
Bob Barko presents:  An Introduction to Remote Control Flight 
Training and Aviation Training at the Kalkaska County Library on 
Saturday, March 15th,  from 10:00 am – 1:30 pm.  Learn the 
fundamentals behind flying “.40 size” (5 foot) model airplanes and 
helicopters from an expert. Also learn how close to actual basic flight 
training those remote control computer flight simulators have become. 
 
Mr. Barko is a member of the Whitetail Trails Flying Field of 
Kalkaska, an aviation enthusiasts’ club.  Call the library at 231-258-
9411, or Bob Barko at 231-258-8583, for more information. 

 

 MIKE HENRY TO SPEAK ON GENEALOGY IN 
SCHOOLS 
Mike Henry will be the guest speaker at the Kalkaska Genealogical Society meeting 
on Monday, March 17, at the Kalkaska County Library in Kalkaska.  The meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Henry will speak on family tree research taught at Forest 
Area Schools in Fife Lake and South Boardman and his goal to mentor at-risk 
students who have an interest in the genealogy field.  His membership in the 
Michigan Mentor Initiative through AmeriCorps allows him to have a professional 
goal of matching mentors and mentees.  He will speak on how he has used genealogy 
to mentor youths and develop relationships with others.  
 
The meeting is open to the public and anyone interested in genealogy or teaching 
family history in schools is invited to attend.  For more information about the meeting 
or the Kalkaska Genealogical society, contact Dawn Triplett at 231-258-9265 or by 
email kalkaskadawn@hotmail.com.  
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March 21 No School 
  Students and 
  Staff – Good  
  Friday 
 
March 24-28 Book Fair 
 
March 25 Cash for Trash 
  Collection 
 
March 27 Parent/Teacher 
  Conferences 
  ½ Day for  
  Students –  
  11:30 Dismissal 
 
March 28 Magazine Fund- 
  raiser and 
  Reading Month 
  Assembly 
 
March 28 ½ Day for  
  Students and  
  Staff – 11:30 
  Dismissal 
  Spring Break 
  Begins 
 
April 7  School Resumes 
 
April 14 Board of 
  Education  
  Meeting 7 pm 
  Rapid City  
  School Library 
 
April 25  ½ Day for 
  Students –   
  11:30 Dismissal 
  Trout Friday 
 
April 29 & 30 Kindergarten 
  Round-up 
  Call for 
  appointment 
  258-8629 
 
May 26  No School 
  Memorial Day 
 
 



 

FEATURE TEACHER 

 
 
Mr. Jeremy Gustafson is this month’s feature teacher.  He was hired with Title II funds to 
reduce class size.   Mr. Gustafson comes from Scottville, Michigan.  He graduated from 
Ferris State University with a Bachelor’s degree, majoring in elementary education and 
minoring in social studies and language arts.  He is married to Jessica and they have three 
children, Jade (7), James (5), and Jasmine (3).  “Yes”, he says “we like the “J” names.” 
 
Jeremy said that he is very appreciative of the opportunity to teach here at Birch Street and 
that the staff, families, and students have been exceedingly welcoming and helpful.  He said, 
“I can’t wait to move my family here and become a more permanent member of the 
community.” 
 
We are glad to have you onboard.  
 
 
 

 
Austin Long and Emily Moe, Young Marines 

 
Congratulations Private Emily and Private Austin!  Both Birch Street Blazers graduated 
from The Young Marine's Boot Camp on February 7th.  The Young Marines offer programs 
for students who are 8-18 years old.  It can help children with discipline, confidence, and 
leadership skills.  If you are interested in having your child sign-up for the Young Marines, 
please call Wade Boyd at (231) 218-3730. 
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By email – First initial of 
their first name, their last 
name, and followed by 
@kpschools.com 
 
Example: 
jziecina@kpschools.com 
 
By phone – Please call the 
office at 231-258-8629. 
 
 
_____________________ 
 
 
Kalkaska Youth 
Baseball/Softball sign-ups 
are March 15, April 12, 
April 19 at the Kaliseum 
from 9:00 – 12:00. 
 
Volunteers are needed for 
umpires for the upcoming 
season.  If you are 
knowledgeable of the 
game (or willing to learn) 
and would like to help we 
would love to have you!  
Nominal pay offered.  If 
you have questions, please 
call Jodie Disbrow at 258-
5427.  Umpire Volunteers; 
please call Mike Staley at 
258-8030. 

 
 


