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With Christmas break fast approaching, and a new year beginning in the 
near future, it is a great time to reflect on what we have accomplished 
during the 2007 year.  As you know, the mission of Birch Street 
Elementary states: 
 
Birch Street Elementary school in cooperation with parents, and 
community, believes all students can become self-directed, productive 
members of society.  We will provide each child an education that fosters 
intellectual development, nurtures self-worth, promotes physical fitness, 
and develops social skills according to each child’s ability.  We will 
encourage within the children a positive attitude toward education and 
lifelong learning.  The Birch Street Staff is helping all children to: 
 
 Be self-confident students 
 Independent learners, 
 Responsible citizens, and 
 Creative thinkers who are reaching for their 
 Highest academic potential 
 
The first four months have been a testament of our pledge to live our 
mission statement.  Title math nights were provided for each grade level to 
provide the opportunity for students and families to come together and 
experience their grade level math curriculum.  Teachers have attended 
professional development in the core area of Michigan Model to 
incorporate healthy lifestyle practices into their lessons.  Our second and 
third grade students participated in a music concert for the community 
celebrating the joys of the holidays.  Dedicated staff professionals have 
instituted a morning walking club to get students moving in body and mind 
in the morning.  Our latchkey program now offers a kindergarten and 
preschool component.  Students collected thousands of canned goods to 
give back to the community during the holiday season.  There is so much 
more! 
 
Birch Street has been an excellent place to be during 2007 and we can’t 
wait to see what 2008 brings! 
 
See you in 2008! 
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If your child has outgrown 
his/her winter clothing, we 
certainly could use them at 
Birch Street.  Please contact 
Matt Price if you are able to 
donate. 
 

 
 

 

BIRCH STREET STUDENTS “CAN” DO ANYTHING 
The staff at Birch Street have always thought their student’s “can” 
accomplish anything if they just try their hardest.  Over the past two 
weeks they have really opened their hearts and their “cupboards” to the 
community by donating thousands of canned goods and non-perishable 
items to KAIR.  The can drive lasted for two weeks. After the first 
week the Birch Street students raised 989 items for donation.  By the 
end of the can drive the students had brought in 2,523 items, which 
covered five flatbed cartloads, not to mention two truckloads over to 
KAIR.  All classrooms at Birch Street participated in this event, with 
Mrs. Sutton’s 1st grade class raising the most donations with 718 
canned goods!  For their efforts, Mrs. Suttons classroom was rewarded 
with swimming at the Kaliseum the week of the 17th.  Good job 
Students!    
   

 
Mrs. Sutton’s first grade class collected 718 items for charity. 

 

 
Save-A-Lot donates to help Birch Street with our can drive. 



KALISEUM EVENTS 
Teen skate Friday, December 21, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  A small pop, 
popcorn and an entry into a drawing for a piñata will be given for a Toy 
for Tots donation and $3.  Skate rental is not included.  If you do not 
bring a toy, the cost will be $5 plus your skate rental. 
 
Family Skate, Saturday, December 22, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  There will be 
a drawing for a six-month family membership.  The cost for this will be 
$2 plus a Toy for Tots donation.  Skate rental not included. 
 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve Family Skate will be from 1:30 – 3:30 
p.m.  There will be drawings for 30-day membership individual gift 
certificates. 

 NOTE FROM THE KITCHEN 
Parents please remember to check your child’s backpack for the lunch 
charge letter.  These letters are sent home every Friday.  If you need 
assistance, please contact us for a free/reduced meals application.  
Thank you and happy holidays. 

 3RD & 4TH GRADE BASKETBALL 
3rd and 4th grade basketball will begin on January 5th from 9 – 10:30 
a.m. in the middle school gym.  Coach Dalton will be sending more 
information home after the holiday break.  

 

 

 LIBRARY NEWS 
Students at Birch Street are encouraged to turn in their borrowed books each week 
during library time. Only then are children allowed to check out another book. But, 
we all know how difficult it can be sometimes to remember. Mrs. Neelly, elementary 
librarian for Kalkaska Public Schools, instituted an incentive plan this school year in 
hopes of sparking those memories. This plan has resulted in more books being 
returned weekly with fewer late notices and bills having to be sent home. Each class 
has the opportunity to earn one sticker each week. They receive a sticker by having 
five or fewer books still checked out. Once a class has earned nine stickers, Mrs. 
Neelly rewards the students with a treat.  
So far this year, Mr. Malbouef’s third graders and Miss Loose’s first graders have 
enjoyed a special snack and video time during library. When we return from winter 
break, it is expected there will be several more classes reaping the benefit of 
remembering their books. Please encourage your child to bring their borrowed book 
back to school for library day. 
 

Library Schedule for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 

Monday: Krause, Wodehouse, Bridson, VanAlstine 
Tuesday: Bartholomew, Loose, Beach, Otto 

Wednesday: Baic, Kennedy, Swoverland, A. Sutton 
Thursday: Malbouef, L. Sutton, Atwood, Rodes 
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Dec. 21 Last full day of 
  School before 
  Holiday Break 
 
Jan. 3  School Resumes 
 
Jan. 5  3rd & 4th grade 
  Boys and girls 
  Basketball 
 
Jan. 15-16 Donuts with 
  Dad 
 
Jan. 17 & 18 HALF DAY OF 
  SCHOOL 
  Dismissal at 
  11:30 
 
Jan. 22  Cash for Trash 
  Collection 
 
Jan. 22  PTO Meeting 
  6 p.m. BS 
  Library 
 
Feb. 18 NO SCHOOL 
  Mid winter 
  Break 
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Birch Street Blazer students and staff continue to introduce and purposely incorporate the 
important characteristics of writing into the writing process.  Teachers have already 
introduced Ideas and Organization to the students, making sure students develop the main 
message of their stories and structure the information so that it makes sense to the reader. 
 
 In December, students were introduced to the ‘Voice’ writing characteristic and have 
been practicing creating a tone for their writing piece.  Voice is the personal stamp that the 
writer brings to the piece- “the writer’s passion”.  Writing with ‘Voice’ creates sparkling, 
confident, and unquestionably individual writing pieces. It is what children use to express 
their own way of looking at an idea. Writers use different ‘Voices’ depending on the 
writing purpose and audience.  For example, if a student is writing an imaginative story to 
entertain, he may use a “lighthearted” voice. If the same student is writing about weather, 
he may use a “knowledgeable” voice. 
 
Every student has ‘Voice’ in their writing.  Their ‘voices’ may vary, from quite forceful to 
quite delicate, but all students have them. Encouraging this individuality is important in 
developing writers.  Reading aloud to children can significantly increase their awareness 
of the extent to which voice in writing influences readers.  Listening to enthusiastically 
read stories, children can experience humor, sadness, and other emotions through the 
author’s voice.  Expressive drawings, original thinking, capturing a range of emotions, and 
offering sincere thoughts are all evidence of developing ‘Voice’ in child’s writing.  
 
Children naturally have vivid imaginations that are a wonderful source of energy and 
originality, resulting in stories that can ‘come to life.’  
 
WRITING SAMPLES WITH “VOICE” IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
Dear Mr. Malbouef 
My dog ate my homework packet when I was playing video games.  Now it’s torn up so now I can’t have any 
homework.  Have a wonderful day.  Bye.  Oh yea, did I say dog.  If I did, I meant my dog and cat ate it my 
hamster too.  PS  My goat ate it too.  Oh yea, so did my cow. 
 
Sincerely, 
Collin 
 
Dear Aunt Ethel, 
I thank you a lot in tow it’s raining cats and dogs, but here it’s raining joy!  I zoom down the street to school 
every morning and think about your kindness.  The bike is a lot to me.  With big tires and a nice cushion seat.  
Kids say your not nice but your kind, gentle, and joyful.  I polish the bike twice a day.  I ride it every day without 
stopping.  They don’t sell same bikes down in Georgia.  I have the coolest bike in town everybody likes it.  Some 
tried to steal it!  I thank you for it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Zachary 
 
Dear Willy Wonka, 
I hate what your laffy taffy, it made me lose my tooth.  I can’t believe that I spent my money on a laffy taffy.  Well 
any way it didn’t taste good, it tasted like garbage.  Why, why, why did I spent my money on a large full bag of 
laffy taffy.  I hate how I lost my tooth.  Now nobody will come to your store because I’m telling the whole world.  
I’ll put it in the newspaper.  I spent my whole allowance.  I am sure you didn’t know that.  Willy Wonka, I just 
got done cleaning the whole house.  I feel so weird because I lost my tooth.  Thanks a lot Willy Wonka. 
 
Sincerely, 
Shania 

 
Dear Willy Wonka, 
Your taffy is too hard!  I spent my entire allowance on your taffy and when I took a bite my tooth fell out.  The 
bag I bought had 190 pieces in it.  I want a refund on your too hard bag of candy.  Or you can give me soft taffy 
instead.  What would Charlie do if I told him you let me down?  If it weren’t for the soft taffy in the world, I 
wouldn’t be complaining right now.  Now I will not have a tooth for a long time.  If I meet you in person, I will 
have a long little chat with you Willy Wonka.  Unless you have some magic tooth maker, I am mad.  You laffy 
taffy is not so laffy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rebecca 

 

��
����
������
��
 
Please be sure that your 
children keep all electronic 
gadgets home as well as  
trading cards. 
 
 
********************** 
 
Also please remember to put 
names on all winter 
clothing, lunchboxes, etc.  
We have many items in lost 
and found.  Names on items 
would help to get them to 
the right person. 


