BIRCH STREET BULLETIN

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL, Jessica Ziecina

jziecina@kpschools.ca

January not only signals the beginning of a newraddr year, but also
the end of the first half of the school year. Setrdents will bring
home report cards that reflect the progress theyraking and the
individual goals that they still need to achievavould encourage you
to take a minute and celebrate with your childdffert that they have
put in to their learimg. Ask them what goals they would like to sed
achieve by the end of the year. We know that legris a family
event. The school family of teachers, paraprofesds, secretaries,
kitchen staff, custodial staff, counselors, ourcsgleeducation service
providers, and myself want to work in conjunctiotthayour home
family to nurture learning and help children suctePlease feel free
contact your child’s teacher with any questionsno@ents, or concerr
you have about report cards, progress, or jusbtmect. You can
reach teachers through their email (first initiatldast name followed
by @kpschools.com) or through our office 258-862%. look forward
to serving you and your child in 2008.

Happy New Year!

DONUTS WITH DAD

The cafeteria at Birch Street was filled with hueds of smiling faces
this past Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Chilgindrtheir dads
were invited by the Kalkaska Elementary PTO to slzabreakfast of
donuts and a beverage. This was the fourth yeaotr PTO has
sponsored the event. Once again, it was a smashougss, as these
pictures show.
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Birch Street Mission
Statement

Be self-confident students
Independent learners,
Responsible citizens, and
Creative thinkers who are
reaching for their

Highest academic potential

309 N. Birch Street  Kalkaska, MI 49646 2B1 258 8629 F: 231 258 3579 www.kpschoola.co



"#]

% $

& %'(

$ %

)
&

% %

http://www.nmradfspo.com/cybersafetysat. html

REFINING WORD CHOICE IN OUR CHILDREN'S
WRITING

This month, Birch Street students have been wor&@mgnproving their
writing skills by focusing on refining word choid® their writing. Word
choice involves selecting words carefully in ortiecreate a lasting image in
the reader’s mind and crafting fluent sentencesimdailywriting. Evidence
of good word choice can be seen in writing whetdclh use the perfect
word in just the right place, use sensory words,msre sophisticated
language with precision, attempt to write wordsg/thave heard, and play
with letters to make new words.

Students are working on improving word choice bgifstorming words that
could be used in place of a more commonly used syarsing graphic
organizers to compile descriptive words around mnaea. They are
continuing to work on builaig and using their new vocabulary, increasing
number of synonyms in our vocabularies, as wellsisg a classroom
thesaurus.

Reading aloud to children, encouraging conversatiod the use of rich
vocabulary in every day language is a great wasnpyove children’s word
choice in conversation and in their daily writinijwe make it clear that
words matter as you talk and read with studentsyilvenake a positive
difference in the way children use wordsanting and conversation. Word
choice is a delectable trait. Choosing words ¢theate a vivid picture in the
reader’s mind; add punch to the piece, and jush glaund right are the goals
for our Birch Streetwriters.



WINTER IN KALKASKA PHOTO EXHIBITION AND

CONTEST — KALKASKA COUNTY LIBRARY
The Kalkaska County Library is sponsoring a contekich opens
February 1, 2008. Details follow:
a. Must register in person and must have a libcarg.
b. Must sign photographer’s release.
c. Submissions must be 5 x 7 (unframed) or digi&ICD or
Flash drive or emailed tealkaskalibrary@yahoo.com
d. No more than 3 submissions per person.
e. No submission accepted after 5 pm, February 22.
f. Winners announced March 20

Prizes: Best of Show~ Framing and matting gift certificate.
Autographexpyg of Wish You Were Herby
Jack Hobey
Patron’s Choice— Framing and matting gift certificate.
$20 Horizon Books gift certdie.
Youth — Framing and matting gift certificate.
$20 Horizon Books gift tiicate.

If you need more information, please call Deb Blthe Kalkaska
County Library 258-9411.

READING MONTH COMMITTEE UPDATE

There will be a short meeting for parents who wdikie to volunteer
during Reading Month in March. Volunteers are ekt help with
activities, creating bulletin boards, calling farggt readers, record
keeping and other opportunities. The meeting bealheld in the
library on Friday, February 1, after drop-off apagximately at 8:10
a.m. If you need more information or would likenelp but can’t

attend the meeting, please contact Debbie in tharly during the wee

or by email aKEPTA@kpschools.com

WINTERFEST AT GRASS RIVER
On Saturday, January 19, 2008, from 12:30 — 3:00tpenBig Green

Barn at Grass River Natural Area will be hostingaup Cook Off witt

area chefs that will be looking for your vote.

Brick Wheels of Traverse City will be doing a snéwe

demonstration. Try them out on the trail. Therk also be a drawing

for a free pair of child’s snowshoes.

Please register for this free event by calling@RNA office at
231.533.8314.
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PARKING

REMINDER

During winter months, we
ask that you do not park in
the circle driveway during
drop-off and pick-up times.
It is necessary to leave the
driveway open in case of an
emergency. When vehicles
park on both sides, larger
emergency vehicles would
not be able to get through.

FEATURE TEACHER

This month we are featuring Jennifer LePla. Shaiisnew preschool
teacher. She replaced Angela Sutton who movedndefgarten. Jennifer
comes to us from Yale, Michigan. She attendedrzagivalley State
University where she received a BA in Elementarydadion. She is
certified in Math, English, and Early Childhood Edtion. She previous
taught preschool in Midland, Michigan, anl grade in Yale. She lives in
Kalkaska with her cat Max.

Jennifer said, “I have an absolutely fantastic grotikids in my class at
Birch Street Elementary.” The students in hers<k® lucky to have her.
Welcome Jennifer.

Ms. Rodgers and Mr. Price

Hello, my name is Nicole Rogers and | am a Coumdatern from
Western Michigan University. | will be working vitMr. Price on
Wednesdays and Fridays at Birch Street Elementaaiso have my
elementary teaching certificate and | am excitebletdack in an
elementary school! Please let me know if themmighing | can do for yc
or your child.



