BIRCH STREET BULLETIN

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL, Jessica Ziecina

jziecina@kpschools.ca

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN

Keeping children safe is a top priority of the staff at Birch Street Elementary. Thankfully, many
parents provide the necessary input that helps us continue to improve our practices. Outlined

below are a few of those procedures that you have helped us improve. Please keep suggestions
coming!

1. IDENTIFICATION TAGS

Identification tags are now mandatory for all visitors at Birch Street Elementary School. Please
stop into the office and sign in and get a visitors badge. The staff will be asking you to do so if
you are in the building without one.

2. PICK UP and DROP OFF

The Kalkaska Village Police Department has volunteered to spend some time helping our drop off
and pick up situation. The parking lot can hold many dangers for small children who cannot be
seen by drivers. Please let your children out of the car in the parking lot so they can cross safely
with Mrs. Paternoster and the stop sign. Signs have been ordered and will be placed in the
parking lot as a reminder to you.

3. PARKING

Please remember to park in the appropriate designated areas. We have many busses, students,
and parents who require special access to the building. In addition we must keep the fire lane
free and clear. Vehicles may be ticketed for not adhering to traffic laws in the Birch Street parking
lot.

Thank you for helping us keep safety one of our top priorities. Keeping your children safe is
something that we all can help do.

Frankie Husbands, first grader, gives Nia a
“test drive” to see how her training is
coming along. A person who has a visual
impairment must be 18 to receive a dog
guide.

How do dreams become reality? Raising a Leaderppgpy was the solution for
TBA employee, Dawn Staley. “I've always wantedatork with animals, but | was
lead to work with children who have visual impaimte So, it was just natural for
me to do this. | am able to combine my two passitnaining dogs and helping
people.” Dawn got Nia, a yellow lab puppy, in Noveer of 2006, when she was j
6 weeks old. “My job with Nia has been to socialier, teach her basic obedience
and introduce her to many, many situations andrenments. She also has learned
specialized commands such as ‘left’, ‘right’, apdrk’ (the bathroom command!).”
Nia will returnto Leader Dogs in Rochester, Michigan on Novembe8Be will ther
go through 6-8 months of formal training where sliélearn to work in a harness
with a blind adult. “I will be sad when | havetiike her back”, says Dawn, “but |
very proud to be helping someone gain independeha&nt to thank everyone at
Birch Street Elementary for helping me with Nia.h#&ther it was words of
encouragement or respecting when | said ‘sorry,ganit pet her, she is working
right now’, you have helped Nia become a very gdog.”
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The family of Zachary Gaz
would like to thank everyone
for the coin collection for
Zachary that Birch Street
families contributed to at the
end of the school year.

Zachary is continuing
treatment for Alveolar
Rhabdomyosarcoma at the
University of Michigan.

There will be a benefit walk
for Zachary on Saturday,
October 20. If you would
like to participate, please call
Becca at 258-2279 or stop in
at Curves.

COUNSELOR'S CORNER

Teaching Kids to Keep Themselves Safe

Starting Wednesday, October"24irch Street will be hosting a
program for parents called “Teaching Kids to Kéé&gmselves Safe
This will be a weekly program for six sessionststgrat 8:30am. . It
will help parents teach their children about:

Understanding Safe vs. Selfish Behavior

Maintaining Boundaries

Regulating Emotions

Breaking Down Confusion

Teaching Assertiveness and Allowed Aggressive $Kkill

This program was created by the Maple Clinic arfdeis and open for
all of our Birch Street Parents. If you would litaesign up, please
contact Matt Price at (231) 258-8629 ext.229.

Halloween Costumes Needed!

If you have any old costumes that your childrer nait be using this

Halloween, we would like them. There are many feamiwho cannot
afford to buy a costume this year. If you arerieséed in donating yo
costume please contact Matt Price at (231) 258-@82229.




PARENTING WITH LOVE & LOGIC

Love and Logic will help you determine what typepafrenting style
you have. This class will also help you figure wvél and will not
work with your kids. Classes are $40 ($5 per ciass $5 for the Love
and Logic workbook). They begin on Thursday, Oetdkb, from 1:0!
p.m. — 2:30 p.mPlease contact John Rokos at (231) 935-8000
Other class dates are November 1, 8, 15, 29 andrbleer 6, and 13.

COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS

Friday’s Story-time for preschoolers will resume®eptember 12
(10:00 a.m.) and continue each Friday (exceptvatlg Thanksgiving
until mid-December. Activities include a craft ot and a snack in
addition to the storytelling.

Do you have old “only watched once” DVD moviesisitaround
collecting dust? Donate them to the libraggt a tax deductigrand
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that many, mahyaur fellow
library patrons will be able to enjoy them! Chédfs DVDs are
especiallyappreciated.

AUTUMN FEST

Grass River Natural Area will be having their AutuiRest on
Saturday, October 37 activities begin at 1:00 p.m. Enjoy games,
activities and refreshments in the woodlands as§&River Natural
Area. Please call the Grass River office at 233-&X14 to let us kno

if you will be joining them. Admission is free (dations appreciated).

EARLY HEAD START

Kalkaska Early Head Start is now taking applicadior children ages
0-3. Early Head Start is a weekly home visitinggram
(approximately 1 hour per week) offered from aified Parents as
Teachers Educator.

Infants and toddlers learn more and at a fastez gean at any other
time in their lives, since we know that parentstheemost important
and influential teacher in their children’s livearly Head Start
supports parents in this role.

Involvement with Early Head Start allows opportigstfor infant and
toddler play groups as well as parent groups. yiéelad Start also
provides development information and activitiesigiesd for you and
your child. The program is a wonderful supportiegsto families.

Early Head Start currently has openings in thigpam. If you are

interested, please call Rachel at 258-3200 riglatyaw
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November !

November 6
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November !

PTO Fall Craft
Show at Birch
Street 9:00 —
3:00

FUNDRAISER
FORMS DUE

Annual Report
4:45 in the
Birch Street
Library

Cash for Trash
Collection

PTO meeting
6:00 p.m. in
Birch Street’s
Library — Free
Child care

Kindergarten
Family Literacy
Night 6:00 —
7:30 p.m.

Regional Staff
Development

NO SCHOOL

STUDENTS

FUNDRAISER
PICK-UP

Scholastic Book
Fair

Parent/Teacher
Conferences

% Day for
Students —
11:30 dismissal

% Day for
Students and
Staff —11:30
Dismissal

PTO sponsored
Movie Night
7:00 p.m. in
Birch Street”



VERY INTERESTING
EDUCATIONAL
WEBSITES

AWESOME LIBRARY
www.awesomelibrary.orc
Resources for teachers, ki
teens, parents, counselors,
nurses, administrators, and
others on numerous topics
including arts, language ai
science, social studies,
health and physical
education, technology,
special education, grants,
and more. Student topics
include friends, fun,
projects, and games.
Teacher links include
information and lesson
plans.

KIDS HEALTH
http://Kidshealth.org

This is reported to be the
largest and most-visited site
on the web providing
doctor-approved health
information for parents,
children, and teens.

THE NATIONAL RIGHT
TO READ FOUNDATION
http://www.nrrf.org

This is an online resource
for phonics research, and
phonics advocacy.

FEATURE TEACHER

This month’s Feature Teacher is Samantha Krauke.issa former student
of Birch Street and a graduate of Kalkaska PuldicoBls. Samantha
graduated from Ferris State University with a Baatseof Science degree in
Elementary Education. She also has minors in MathScience.

Samantha has a twin sister, Stephanie, who alsbé¢ea She has twin
siblings, Katie and Alex. They will graduate a¢ t#tnd of this school year
from Kalkaska Public Schools.

Ms. Krause taught sixth grade last year at ForesaARublic Schools. Due
to budget cuts, Samantha was laid-off. Their l@as our gain.

When we asked Samantha how she likes Birch Sgsketsaid, “Even thout
it has been several es since | have attended Birch Street Elemensaimyge
things haven’t changed. The teachers are stilldedul, the students are
great, and | still have the desire to learn evengtl walk through the door.
| am truly honored to be teaching in théaal that | hold so near and dea
my heart.”

PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM FORMED

The Kalkaska Public Schools Board of Educationfoemed a public
relations team comprised of board members, schaff] parents and
community members. One of the purposes of thisneiti®e is to publicize
the positive aspects of our school district. Theycurrently exploring way
to do that. The team is inviting all parents, garers, and other concerned
citizens to join them in this mission. Their nex¢eting is slated for
Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Mgdétoom at Central
Office located at 315 S. Coral St.
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Ms. Bridson’s class practicing thei
good writing traits
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Students engaged in Todd Parr's Bc Todd Parr reading to Birch Street Students



